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Please amend the application aa follows: 
]h the Claims 

9. (currently amended) A method of determining whether a candidate 
compound is an inhibitor of a Pseudomonas aeruginosa MuiC polypeptide comprising: 

(a) providing at least one host cell harboring an expression vector that 
includes a polynucleotide encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID 
NO: 2a and 

Qsi culturing aaid host cell n ^der condirions Aat promote the emression of 

8aidpplYpgpti4?, flpq 

(be) contacting at least one of said cells with the candidate to permit the 
interaction of the candidate with the MurC polypeptide, and 

(ed) determining whether die candidate is an inhibitor of the MurC polypeptide 
by ascertainmg die relative activit/ of the polypeptide in the presence of the candidate. 



17. (currently amended) The method of claim IS wherein in step (c) the 
wteive activity is detemiined by comparing a measurement of MurC polypeptide activity of the 
sample before step (b) to a measurement of MurC polypeptide activity of die sample after step 
(b). 
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9. (Currently amended) A method of determining whether a candidate 
compound is an inhibitor of zPseudomonas aeruginosa MurC polypeptide comprising: 

(a) providing at least one host cell harboring an expression vector that includes a 
polynucleotide encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 and 

(b) contacting at least one of said at least one celirfsll with the candidate to 
pemiit the interaction of the candidate with the MurC polypeptide, and 

(c) determining whether the candidate is an inhibitor of the MurC polypeptide by 
ascertaining the r e lativ e activity of the polypeptide in the presence of the candidate. 



1/ 



10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9 wherein the polynucleotide 
encoding a polvpeptide having the amino acid sequence of SEP ID NO: 2 has the nucleotid e 
polvnucleotide s equence of SEQ ID NO: 1. 



i 



1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of clainil9 j/vherein th^ deterniinatiox/of 
activitv in step^) iho relative activity is determined by comprises comparing a HieasurerrTent of 



MurC polypeptide activity of said at least one cell before step (b) to a measurement ofMufC 
polypeptide activity of said at least one cell after step (b). 

12. (Withdrawn) Apwf^pound that is an inhibitor of a polypeptide having an 
amino acid sequence selected torinhe group consisting of 

(a) a^rtJtypeptide having an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID N0:2, 

(b) /^ a polypeptide that is a naturally occurring mutant or polymorphic form of (a). 

13. (Withdra>a^ A pharmaceutical composition comprising a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier and an ipHloitor of a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence selected from the 
group consisting of 

(af a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID N0:2, 
'lb) a polypeptide that is a naturally occurring mutant or polymorphic fomi of (a). 



14. (Withdcjr^n) A method of treatment of a patient in need of prophylactic or 
therapeutic treatment fora^Bacterial infection comprising administering to the patient an effective 
amount of an inhibitor a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of 

^ ^(a) a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID N0:2, 



